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LEADER OF A VI OLENT CRACK COCAI NE DI STRI BUTI ON
ORGANI ZATI ON SENTENCED TO LI FE I N FEDERAL PRI SON

M CHAEL J. GARCIA, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, announced that XAVIER WLLIAMS was
sentenced to |ife inprisonnent in Manhattan federal court |ate
Friday for his role as | eader of a violent drug-trafficking
organi zati on. The sentence, inposed by United States District
Judge NAOM REI CE BUCHWALD, follows WLLIAMS s conviction, after
a three-week trial, of racketeering, racketeering conspiracy,
attenpted nurder, firearns, and narcotics charges.

The attenpted murder charges stenmmed fromthe Cctober
1995 conspiracy to kill Victor Mercado, a/k/a “Pete,” who was
shot nmultiple times in the Bronx, New York. Two rel atives of
XAVI ER W LLI AMS, Elijah Bobby WIlians and M chael WIIlianms, were
previously sentenced to life ternms in prison for their
participation in XAVIER WLLI AMS s organi zation, including their
roles in the murders of three individuals in WIkinsburg,

Pennsyl vania, in February 1996. XAVIER WLLIAMS, a/k/a "X, alkl/la



“Xavier Torres,” was arrested and charged by federal authorities
i n Septenber 2000.

The evidence at trial established that XAVI ER WLLI AVS
was the | eader of a violent enterprise, the Torres Organization,
so-cal | ed because Torres was the name the WLLI AVMSES used to hide
their true identity while selling crack cocaine in the Pittsburgh
area. The evidence further established that the Torres
Organi zation distributed narcotics fromthe Bronx to the
Pittsburgh area, and that nenbers of the organization, including
XAVI ER W LLI AMS, relied upon acts of violence — including the
attenpted nurder of Victor Mercado for stealing drugs fromthe
W LLI AVMSES and t he execution-style nurder of the three nen in
W | ki nsburg, Pennsylvania, a small community next to Pittsburgh —
to maintain and increase their positions in the enterprise.

According to the evidence at trial, the nenbers of the
Torres Organi zation used | eased vehicles, sonme outfitted with
secret conpartments, to transport narcotics, cash drug
proceeds and firearnms fromthe Bronx to the Pittsburgh area.

In addition, at |east one of these vehicles, belonging to XAVI ER
WLLIAMS, was outfitted with countersurveillance devi ces,
including rotating license plates and high intensity rear hal ogen
lights to blind pursuers. The narcotics would then be sold to
custoners in the Pittsburgh area for double and triple their New

Yor k val ue.



The jury convicted XAVIER WLLIAVS of attenpting to
mur der Victor Mercado to enhance his position in the Torres
Organi zation, and with using guns in the course of the
enterprise. The testinony at trial showed that Mercado, an
associate and friend of WLLIAMS, stole drugs fromthe WLLIAVMS
famly.

M. GARCI A said these convictions are the
result of a long-terminvestigation by the United States
Attorney's Ofice, the Al legheny County Police Departnent, the
Bureau of Al cohol, Tobacco, Firearns, and Expl osives, and the New
York City Police Departnment. M. GARCI A praised the outstanding
efforts of these agencies, particularly the Al egheny County
Pol i ce Departnent, nenbers of
whi ch have remained comritted to this prosecution since 1996.

Assi stant United States Attorneys RI CHARD C. DADDARI O
HELEN V. CANTWELL and GLEN G MCGORTY are in charge of the
prosecuti on.
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